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CHINA COMMITTEE 


The China Committee of the Far Eastern Joint Office held its annual meeting at Union Theo- 
logical Seminary in New York on April 7. Begides the mission board personnel of the Commit- 
tee, a number of missionaries and interested Chinese were also present, 


There was an interesting panel discussion of the present church situation in Taiwan,, There 
are about 350 Protestant missionaries in Taiwan today, of whom not more than 15 or 2Q/are 
working with the Taiwan Presbyterian Church, The others are in process of developing new and 
independent church groups, The Roman Catholic Church has gone into Taiwan in great strength, 
and now has between four and five hundred foreign missionaries there, With their unified ap- 
proach they are able to make a much stronger impression upon government relief agencies than 
the disorganized Protestant representatives. 


The criticism was expressed by recent visitors to Taiwan that many of the newly arrived 
Sa missionaries are there with no positive call, They do not know whether they should 
inister to the Amoy-speaking Taiwanese or the Mandarin-speaking mainlanders, They are 
there for a negative reason, as an alternative to the mainland, 


Another criticism was to the effect that many of them are repeating some of the worst of 
the mistakes of missionary practice of the past, They are lavishly supplied with money, and are 
undoing much of the growth in independent and responsible church life which has so laboriously 
been built up in recent years, 


These criticisms of course do not apply to all of the new Protestant missionaries in Taiwan, 
New missionaries of Presbyterian background are working with the old established Taiwan Pres- 
byterian Church, and others of the newcomers are cooperating in friendly comity arrangements 
and joint enterprises, But there is an unusually large number of the uncooperative type of minor 


sect representatives. 


Bruce Copland led a lively discussion on the possibility of reopening communications with 
our friends in the Chinese churches, It was news to some of those present that as far as the of- 
ficial carriage of mails is concerned there is perfect freedom of intercourse between any of us 
and any of our friends in China, The desire was fervently expressed that we should go as far as 
we can without endangering Chinese Christian leaders. No formal action was taken, but the 
consensus of opinion seemed to be that we should first ascertain by indirect means whether our 
overtures would be welcome before resuming correspondence with Chinese friends, It was noted 
that although some Chinese in this country hear regularly from their family in China, others 
have not heard from any member of their family for years, This would indicate that the pres- 
sure, though perhaps easing somewhat now, still exists. Another possibility suggested was that 
of directing first tentative approaches to impersonal organizations rather than to any individual, 


Issued about 20 times a year to keep mission boards and missionaries informed on Christian work 
in China, ANNUAL RATES: Domestic, $2.00; Overseas, Firstclass $4.00, Secondclass $3.00, 
Gr $5.00 in 15 cent zone, $7.00 in 25 cent zone. Please send payments as due, 
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NEW HORIZONS FOR MARCH 


New Horizons, the monthly bulletin of the United Board for Christian Colleges in China, ’ ‘ ; g 


has a number of items of general interest in its March number, 53 graduate fellowships have 
been given this year to Chinese students in the US and Canada, 33 men and 20 women, Dr, S, 
P, McCutchen is chairman of the Committee on Fellowships, Dr, D. Y. Lin, noted forestry ex- 
pert, has been appointed the second president of Chungchi College in Hong Kong, succeeding 


Y. L. Lee, who died last August. He assumed office on February 1. The United Board has made 
a grant of $85,000 to this College for building on its new site at Maliushui, A grant to the Ma- . 


layan Christian Council has made possible the opening of a Student Christian Centre adjacent to 
the campus of the University of Malaya in Singapore, Canning Young resigned his architectural 
duties at Tunghai University, effective November |, 1954, and has gone to Singapore to be the 
architect of the new Nanyang University there, 


PIERRE FREDERIX 


During September and October of last year Pierre Frederix, a reporter of the Agence France 
Presse news agency, made an unsupervised tour of China, His freedom of movement was extra- 


ordinary. He went where he wanted to, and took what pictures he wanted, except in a few areas 


where regulations forbade it. Unfortunately he does not speak Chinese, so he was obliged to 
use interpreters, but he insists that they did not lead him around, He hired and fired them at 
will, and went out without them when he wanted to take pictures, 


The half dozen articles in the South China Morning Post in which he describes his experi- 
ences take up a good deal of space in saying very little. His own lack of experience with China 
evidently made it impossible for him to distinguish what was newsworthy from what was not. He 
finds something strange in the fact that there are so many bicycles in Peking and so few in 
Chungking, not noticing the obvious reason that Chungking is too hilly for a bicycle to be very 
useful, 


He states that an average worker earns 600,000 JMP a month, In Peking rice is 1,370 a 
pound and mutton 7,200 a pound, He believes that for the masses things have improved. How 
one who knew so little about the China of the past was able to make such a judgment he does 
not tell us, 


On one point he does have a basis for comparison, He has traveled through all the iron 
curtain countries of Europe, where he found everywhere a marked subservience to Russia. Such 
subservience was absent in China, The Russians were treated as equal allies rather than as 
masters, 


It does not appear from his articles that he ever attended any church service while he was 
in China, 


CHINA HANDBOOK; 1954-55 


This book of 816 pages has just been published by the China Publishing Company, Taipeh, 
Taiwan, and is for sale at $6.50 from the Pierre Book Company, 126 Liberty Street, New York 
6, N.Y. It is of course an official publication of the Nationalist Government, The Foreword is 
signed by the ‘Editorial Board’’, but no member of this Board is named, 


The book comprises 23 chapters, Chapter One is on General Information, It describes all 
of China geographically and historically, Total population is given according to the figures of 
the Ministry of Interior for the second half of 1947 as 462,798,093, disregarding completely the 
much larger figures reported from the Communist census, Chapters 2-12 describe various de- 
partments of the government, bringing the account down to about the middle of 1954, so that 
the account of governmental activities for the past five years is confined to Taiwan, Titles of 
the remaining chapters of the book are: Economic Affairs; Communications; American Econ- 
omic Aid; Political Parties; Taiwan; Local Elections; Land Reform; Overseas Chinese; The 
Communist Regime; Chronology of Major Events (1911-54); Who's Who and Appendix. 


In general the book is kept on a factual level, so that it is a very valuable reference book ©) Q 
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\_/ \Jyho). Overseas Chinese are estimated at over 13 million, The Taiwan land reform program 


for any one interested in China, The Who's Who gives a brief write-up of two or three hundred 
ominent Chinese on the Nationalist Side (Mao Tse-tung does not rate inclusion in this Who's 


is well described in Chapter 19. 


Chapter 21 on The Communist Regime is of course more argumentative. The facts of the 
governmental organization of the Communist regime seem to be accurately stated, and certain- 
ly some of the crimes charged against the Communists here constitute a true bill, it is natural, 
however, to expect exaggeration here, One interesting statement is that Chinese Communists 
sent five billion yen to the Japanese Communist party early in 1954 for the establishment of a 


' large printing plant and for the expansion of the Communist mouthpiece, the Akakata, 


Any one who speaks on mainland China or on Taiwan will need a copy of this book for ref- 
erence purposes, 


THE UMBRELLA GARDEN 


Maria Yen was a student at Peking University when Peking was ‘liberated’ in 1949. She 
describes quite convincingly the general loss of confidence in the old regime, and the high hopes 
with which the students welcomed the new regime, Then slowly, step by step, came the disil- 
lusionment, The first step was disappointment over food, The students had been promised bet- 
ter care and better food when the Communists should come to power, Now they found that in- 
stead they were getting poorer food, and were classed as reactionaries if they dared to grumble 
about it, Then came the cracking down on thought deviation, and the breaking of the spirit of 
faculty members, The unquestioning devotion that was demanded for very questionable propo- 
sitions began to be more and more unbearable, After being required to see a Soviet film, she 
says, **I rather envied the classmates who had been placed in seats behind pillars,’’ Finally she 
decided that she had to escape, She pretended to have a job teaching in Canton, and thus was 
allowed to go from Peking down to Canton. Then pretending to be a merchant she crossed over 
to Hong Kong. The whole story is told with the artlessness of a girl with this limited experience 
of the world, but she succeeds in recreating the expectation, and then the suspense, and finally 


g, ¥ terror which those years engendered, 


The Umbrella Garden is published by Macmillan at $4.00, It was originally published in 
Chinese under the title University Life Under the Red Flag, In the rewriting of the story in Eng- 
lish she has been assisted by Richard M, McCarthy, who has helped her to add the necessary ex- 
planations so that the whole story becomes intelligible to those who do not know China, Much 
of that added explanation is unnecessary for the readers of this Bulletin, but the basic account is 
source material of documentary importance, The whole process of student brain- washing is here 
vividly seen through the eyes of one intelligent girl. I recommend its reading. 


VENTURE INTO DARKNESS 
This novel by Alice Tisdale Hobart (Longmans, Green, 1955, $3.95) is an exciting but 


rather incredible melodrama of Communist horror, brainwashing, and guerilla life on the main- 
land, The two main characters are an American bank manager who returns to China in a vain 
attempt to save the life of the man who had succeeded him as manager of their Shanghai branch, 
and the son of a wealthy Chinese family who goes back into China in order to join the Com- 
munists, The former is captured and put through attempted brain-washing, but finally is rescued 
by a guerilla band, The young Chinese is also captured by the guerillas to be returned to his 
father in Hong Kong for suitable punishment for his treason, I found the flashbacks in the first 
part of the book rather confusing, but then as the story becomes more straightforward it reads 
much more easily, Those who have enjoyed Mrs, Hobart's previous novels will find the same 
skillful depiction here, 


MISSIONARY NEWS 


A Catholic priest who was expelled from China at the end of 1953 has a letter which was 
published in the November 1954 Harper’s Magazine, He says that public services, such as the 
mass, were permitted, but all personal relationships, including the hearing of confessions, were 


(> ow" Of the clergy, ‘‘a small minority thinks that, in order to save religion and gain 
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